LONDON IN BLOOM

Jeremy and Jay Hornsby
75 Mortimer Road

Paths and borders of old London stock bricks, rescued from skips over the years, a stone urn, and box hedges are the bones of the garden. Within four small beds a gentle chaos of flowers and herbs contrasts with this formality.

Silvery green light is there all year round from an olive tree, teucrium shrubs and stachys byzantia. In autumn the leaves of cotoneaster horizontalis turn first tawny then crimson. A mound of rosemary prostratus is reliably green even in snow.

Spring is the best time  before shade from trees in the street falls over the garden. Small bulbs such as crocus, scilla, chinodoxa and dwarf daffodils are mixed with wallflowers, narcissi and tulips, all growing among forget me not. The pure white flower of clematis everlasting and the bare branches of fuchsia magellanica are trained up to provide some height.

In  shade, the leaves of plants such as tellima grandiflora, euphorbia robbiae, epimedium, iberis and hart’s tongue ferns stay green.

Gillian Daniell

79 Mortimer Road
The structure of the garden is punctuated with 7 large stones collected by my father in Leicestershire with Box shaped balls of different sizes planted randomly around. Its all about texture form and colour viewed from the windows and street pavement. It also benefits from Liz’s Banksia Rose which spreads its branches over to my side of the garden. Ground cover is important so Woodruff, Lamium and Vinca minor mix well with the Forget me nots, Hellebores, Wallflowers and Narcissus in the Spring with a backdrop of the ancient Wisteria climbing up the front of the house and never likes to flower much!
Lists of plants are as follows:-

Rosemary officinalis. Wisteria. Box. Rose. Hertfordshire. Climbing Rose. Golden Shower. Euphorbia. Magnolia Stellata Dogwood for winter /Spring interest. Winter Jasmine.
SPRING.

Hellebores various. Peony. Bulbs; Narcissus, Bluebells and large Alliums. Wallflowers.[orange and red] Forget me nots. Euphorbia. Vinca minor. Woodruff.and Lamium.
SUMMER AND AUTUMN .

Japanese Anemone white and pink. Rose Campion . Antirrhinum . Viburnum Bonariensis London in Bloom

Elizabeth Grice

77 Mortimer Road

Although it is square, my small front garden follows a roughly circular planting scheme round an ornamental brick circle of London stocks.  There are larger shrubs in the corners.  It is at its best in spring, with jonquils, tulips and wallflowers in profusion, all knitted together with a carpet of forget-me-nots.  The beautiful white umbrella, exchorda (“The Bride”), stands at the south-east corner of the plot, overhanging the front gate. Two sides of the garden are bordered by a low box hedge and there is a pyramid box on the south-west edge of the basement well.  A mature rosa banksiae, which I keep in a loose mound, is loaded with clusters of yellow blooms at this time of year. 

SPRING:

Exchorda (“The Bride”)

Pink and white Japanese anemones

Wallflowers

Tulips

Jonquils and narcissus

Box hedge

Pyramid box

Cotoneaster

Rosa banksiae

Forget-me-nots

Allium

Rabbit’s ear

Euphorbia

Alchemilla mollis

Heuchera

SUMMER:

Exchorda (“The Bride”)

Pink and white Japanese anemones

Cosmos

Giant salvia

Box hedge

Pyramid box

Cotoneaster

Rubus

Rosa banksiae

Rabbit’s ear

Euphorbia

Alchemilla mollis

Heuchera

Crocosmia

Sunflowers

Californian poppy

